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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS AND GOALS:  Welcome to AICE US History AS Level History! This is a college-

level course in which students will study US history beginning with the Origins of the Civil War through the 

Great Depression.  This includes a thorough understanding of the history of United States from its infancy up to 

1941. This class explores 4 time periods in history: The Origins of the Civil War, the Civil War ad Reconstruction, 

the Gilded Age and Progressive Era and The Great Crash, Depression and New Deal Policies.  

Although the history of the United States does not encompass a great amount of time in comparison to 

that of many other countries, it is very intricate and detailed. The goal of the course is to reveal historical 

information to students so they can thoroughly understand, analyze, and explain historical evidence and the 

intermingling of content, themes, and events within the 4 time periods studied. This is not only a history course; 

it’s also a writing course that requires you to write – with focus and facts – your analysis of a topic within each 

of the 4 time periods.  NOTE:  There are no multiple-choice questions in this course. You are responsible for 

knowing the content of this course thoroughly, and expressing that knowledge in the form of “Papers”. These 

papers are called Paper 1 and Paper 2 and have different requirements and writing commands that are explained 

in your text and Cambridge syllabus. 

 

COURSE TOPICS and CURRICULUM: 

➢ Origins of the Civil War: 1820-1861 

• The issue of slavery and how it was addressed:1820 -1850 

• Sectional Division causes and growth:1850-1856  

• Presidential Election of 1860 

• The beginnings of the Civil War: April 1861 

 

➢ Civil War and Reconstruction: 1861-1877 

• Why did it last 4 years: 1861-1865 

• Significance of the impact immediately following the war:1861-1865 

• Aims and Outcomes of Reconstruction:  

• Success of Reconstruction 

 

➢ The Gilded Age and Progressive Era: 1870s–1920 (2023 Paper One) 

• Causes of rapid Industrialization in late 19th century 

• Consequences of rapid economic growth in the late 19th century 

• Aims and policies of the Progressive Movement 

• Success of the Progressive Movement up to 1920 

 

➢ The Great Crash, the Great Depression and the New Deal policies: 1920–1941 

• Causes of the Great Crash 

• Causes and impacts of the Great Depression 

• Roosevelt’s domestic policy effectiveness: 1930s 

• Opposition to the New Deal Policies and impact 

 

 

COURSE MATERIALS: 

➢ US History, 1820-1941. Cambridge University Press: Goodland, Patrick Walsh-Atkins, and Williams - 

Provided 
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➢ A large (2 inch minimum) three-ring binder filled with loose leaf (for note taking) and 4 dividers (one per 

unit) – NOT a spiral notebook – is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. Please supply yourself with pens and 

pencils. 

➢ Notebook/Binder:  

This binder will provide a study resource for readings and class/lecture notes, provide an organizational 

strategy, and act as a directory of sorts for everything you complete in this class.  This “binder” should 

not be your science, math, English, and history notebook – just history. 

• NOTE: You may be allowed to utilize your binder during practice writing therefore, acquiring 

the binder before the end of the first week of school is imperative.  

➢ PENS (black or blue only) are required.  Why?  You will be required to write in pen during your AICE 

exam, therefore writing in pen while practicing in class is vital.  You may take notes in pencil, but ALL 

practice, unit test, and mock exam writing will be performed in pen. 

 

GRADING: 100-90 = A, 89-80 = B, 79-70 = C, 69-60 = D, Below 60 = F 

Grades in this class will consist primarily of unit tests/quizzes, projects, and presentations.  All grades are 

averaged together.   

• EVERYTHING IS NOT FOR A GRADE: We will practice OFTEN.  We will practice writing 

as your exam will be a written exam with no multiple-choice questions.  What will happen?  What 

is the purpose?  I will provide feedback.  The purpose is to train – sort of like an athlete training 

for competition.  It is also to inform you about your progress – to advise you what you are doing 

well or what you need to improve upon. 

TESTS: ALL TESTS ARE CLOSED NOTES AND CONTAIN:  

• 1-2 “Paper” questions (essentially LEQs or Long Essay Questions) NOTE: I will do my best to 

provide you with basic topics for the writing. 

• Test questions are derived from the information and vocabulary within the units of study 

readings, documentaries/video lectures and PowerPoint presentations. 

• NOTE: Tests and quizzes MUST be written in pen – not pencil. 

 

 

HOMEWORK:  I will not assign page numbers for you to read nightly.  You should know what unit we are in 

and the page numbers.  In other words, your homework will not be “traditional” homework.  This is a college-

level class, and it is your obligation to read the information from the unit we are studying nightly, to note take, 

outline and post PowerPoints prior to class, to create matching quizzes (when assigned) for the vocabulary, 

people, and events within each unit, to research information for a project, or to correspond with classmates while 

completing a project.   

NOTE: You will also be required to submit Google slide presentations called “Research Tasks” that will provide 

a notetaking opportunity in the form of “paper” responses.  This strategy is to assure you are reading and taking 

notes from your text and will be submitted for a grade. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT POLICY: 

➢ The majority of your work will be assigned and submitted through CANVAS. You must have working 

knowledge of this program. Your grade depends on you submitting items on time. 

➢ I do not give full credit for late work, and all work is due on the assigned date.  A letter grade – per 

day – will be deducted until the assignment is completed.  NOTE:  After 4 days a zero will be logged 

in FOCUS and NO credit will be logged at this point. 

• NOTE: If you are present when work is assigned but you are absent on the day it is due, the 

work is due ON THE DAY you return. 

➢ Two days to makeup an assignment is allowed due to an excused absence. 



➢ If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain missed assignments and information from either 

me or a trusted classmate.  However, if you miss a lecture, it is your obligation to acquire notes.  Please 

realize, I cannot duplicate a lecture.  To get missed work, you may reach me at the email address at 

the top of this syllabus. 

• Makeup tests/quizzes must be arranged with me upon your return, and can be taken the day 

of your return, before or after school.  You will need to make transportation arrangements, 

especially if you take a test after school and take the bus. 

• Unexcused absences- per county policy, if you have more than 5 unexcused absences in a 

quarter, the next assignment/test/quiz that you are marked as unexcused, the maximum grade 

you can receive is a 70%, up until the next quarter. 

 

CLASS EXPECTATIONS:   

➢ I expect my students to realize they are taking a college-level class and they are no longer in middle 

school.  I expect them to know they have moved on to a higher academic and personal stage in their 

lives.   I expect my students to know how to act in a classroom setting, how to interact with me and 

their classmates, to respect LBHS and its staff/faculty, and above all – respect themselves.  Finally, I 

expect my students to understand and appreciate the opportunity they have been given for 

academic and personal success by attending these college-level classes at LBHS.  

CLASS PROCEDURES AND PHONES: 

➢ SILENCE your phone BEFORE entering the room quietly, professionally, and respectfully and 

place it in your bookbag.  

• If you turn off your phone and place it in your bookbag, you will not have to 

worry about the important note below. 

• IMPORTANT NOTE: I do not ALLOW cell phone usage unless I determine 

it is necessary. Since we will have classroom computers, I don’t foresee the 

need for anyone to have their phone out. 
 

➢ Electronic devices such as laptops or tablets are allowed for appropriate classroom activities only.   

➢ “Do Now/Bell Work” activities will occur daily throughout the year.   

➢ Bathroom breaks are allowed after the first 20 minutes of class and NOT allowed 10 minutes before 

the end of class, and one person may leave at a time unless there is an emergency. 

➢ Remain seated until the dismissal bell.  Please refrain from “packing” up and huddling at the door. I 

will let you know when it is appropriate for you to return your computers and pack up for the bell.  

 

All other aspects of policy rules and procedures are located in your Code of Conduct book. Please refer to 

that if you have questions regarding any policies or procedures. Pay special attention the Academic 

Integrity section of your conduct book. Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated.  
 

 
REMIND CODES: 

2nd hour-@d2cadd6eb9 

3rd hour-@kh3ad8h3ad 


